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News Bulletin #04 For SVD members only 

 

Friday-Saturday, June 23-24, 2012: 

 

These two days were spent mostly for discussions in the Intra-Zonal and Inter-Zonal Levels. 

Each Zone met every other zone not just to discuss official matters, but also to get to know each 

other better. 

 

Saturday, June 23, began with a special Morning Prayer lead by Fr. Tony Pates and Fr. Peter 

McHugh. It provided a chance for the capitulars to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of the Ad Gentes 

center (inaugurated on October 21, 1962). This year also marks 25 years of the Dei Verbum 

course at Nemi. 

 

In the evening, in his homily during the Eucharist, Fr. Pernia talked about the history of the Ad 

Gentes center and its strong connection with the Second Vatican Council. It may be recalled that 

the Vat II document “Ad Gentes” was prepared at Nemi, with Fr. Johannes Schütte as the 

Chairperson of the commission that prepared it. The programs given at Ad Gentes always had a 

strong stress on “Renewal” and continue to be so. At the end of the Eucharistic celebration, a 

brochure “Going for Gold” was released to mark the occasion. 

 

For the Eucharist as well as for the conveniat after supper, the capitulars came dressed in their 

national costumes. Music, dance and other cultural items from all zones and provinces provided 

a time to relax for the capitulars after a week of meetings. 

 

Sunday, June 24, 2012: 

 

Being a free day, most of the capitulars took off for Rome in the two buses arranged for the trip. 

Some went to Anzio to enjoy the beach and to have a swim in the Mediterranean. There were 

those who stayed back and made up for the sleep lost during the first working week of the 

Chapter.  

 

Monday, June 25, 2012: 

 

The Family Meeting 
 

The Congregational Leadership Team (CLT) of the SSpS and the three General Council 

Members of the SSpSAP arrived in the morning. They were welcomed by Fr. Pernia. 

  

SSpS: Sr. Maria Theresia Hörnemann (Superior General), Sr. Pauline Pereira (Vice-Superior 

General), Sr. Judith Vallimont, Sr. Jessy George, Sr. Maria Cristina Avalos, Sr. Stefani 
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Handayani, Sr. Estela Parmisano. The Sisters were brought to Nemi by Sr. Monika Guzmicka 

(driver). 

 

SSpSAP: Sr. Mary Elizabeth (Superior General), Sr. Mary Devota (Vice-Superior General), 

Mary Renée (General Councillor). 

 

The First Session of the day opened with a prayer led by the SSpS Sisters Jessy George and 

Stefanie Handayani. The Sisters were given the Chapter Kit, marked by the colors of each 

congregation (Blue and Pink). 

 

The Superior General of the SSpSAP, Sr. Mary Elizabeth shared her experiences of intercultural 

living. She began by thanking the SVDs for the invitation to the Chapter and all the assistance 

given by our confreres to the various communities. She appreciated the strong sense of belonging 

to the same family in the three congregations. The SSpSAP communities are praying for the 

success of the SVD General Chapter. In her presentation, she highlighted the Incarnation and 

the Eucharist as two examples from the Gospels which are full of inter-culturality. In the 

Incarnation God became Man, adapting himself to all that is human, while the Eucharist attracts 

and unites people from all languages and cultures. The living together of Sisters from different 

nations leads to mutual enrichment. She observed that sometimes a bit more openness on the 

personal level could make things easier. 

 

In the open forum that followed, many of the capitulars appreciated the presence and mission of 

the Adoration Sisters in their respective places. Often, these appreciations ended with requests 

for more Sisters and more communities. 

 

In the second session, the Congregational Leader of the SSpS, Sr. Maria Theresia began by 

introducing the other members of the team. This time, unusually, all the members of the 

Leadership Team were present. Very often one or the other from the team is away on visitation 

or other engagements. 

 

Sr. Maria Theresia was supported by Sr. Judith and Sr. Stefanie in her sharing about the 

collaboration and common mission of the Arnoldus family. The feeling of being brothers and 

sisters of the same family is strong at the provincial and Generalate levels. The work of the AJST 

(Arnold Janssen Spirituality Team) has boosted the cordial relations between the members of the 

Arnoldus family in the provinces. There was an increased awareness of, and demand for, better 

collaboration in the missions. Collaboration in the area of formation was mentioned as a new 

area of mutual sharing and enrichment; and this needs to be further strengthened. Our mission 

would be better if the Sisters are involved in the planning and evaluation stages of different 

activities - not just at the implementation level. 

 

“...While women are invited more often, listened to, we are not involved in decision making. And 

we believe that this is a deficit because women have a different way of dealing with power, of 

practicing leadership, of understanding justice. 

 

This truth is neglected to a certain extent in the Church and this affects the whole situation. We 

are convinced that the World, our Church would be different if there would be more 

inclusiveness in this regard. Besides, it cannot be that all the decisions which affect men and 

women (and the majority of members in the church are women) are made by men only.”  

- Sr. Maria Theresia SSpS 
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The Eucharist celebrated at noon was in honor of the Blessed Maria Helena Stollenwerk and 

Blessed Josepha Hendrina Stenmanns. Sr. Pauline Pereira and Sr. Estela Parmisano gave a 

shared homily. The Sisters left Nemi after the lunch. 

 

In the third session of the day the capitulars discussed the sharing of the Sisters in the Basic 

Groups. The fourth session began with the presentation of the Chapter “Theme Song” prepared 

by the confreres in the India Mumbai Province (INM). Then the Drafting Committee presented 

the modified text of the “Congregational Directions”. After a brief discussion and some 

clarifications, the new draft was put to vote. The Assembly accepted the new text, almost 

unanimously, as basis for further reflection by the Chapter. In the coming days, the capitulars 

will discuss them in various groups. 

 

Sebastian Mattappallil, SVD 

Nemi: June 26, 2012 

 

 

The News Bulletins are translated for you by Fr. Pedro De Dios Martín (Español); Fr. Bernhard 

Kuhnert (Deutsch) Fr. Serge Tsundu (Français); Fr. José Jerónimo and Fr. Jorge Fernandes 

(Portuges); Fr. Maciej Baron (Polska); and Fr. Raymundus Rede Blolong (Bahasa Indonesia). 

Thanks to all of them for their prompt service - Editor. 

Recipe for Intrer-Cutlural Living: 
 

Concluding her sharing about inter-cultural living, Superior General of the SSpSAP, Sr. 

Mary Elizabeth gave her recipe for a delicious inter-cultural cake: 

 

Ingredients required: 

1 kilo of LOVE  

1 cup of KINDNESS  

2½ cups of SINCERTIY 

1 package of LOYALTY  

400 grams of PRUDENCE  

3 cups of assorted flavors of GENEROSITY,  

UNDERSTANDING,  

and SPIRIT OF SERVICE, 

Abundant GOOD HUMOR 

 

Preparation: 

 

Arrange LOVE in the form of a crown, and place at the center KINDNESS, 

SINCERITY, LOYALTY and PRUDENCE. Mix well until you get a dough of firm 

consistency. Prepare the filling by beating together GENEROSITY, UNDERSTANDING 

and SPIRIT OF SERVICE. Put everything in a baking pan, place in an oven, pre-heated 

with PRAYER, and bake until you perceive a fragrant aroma. Decorate with GOOD 

HUMOR. Keep fresh and serve with a cup of TENDERNESS. The sign that the cake is 

ready is the fragrant aroma. To tell you the truth, I perceived this fragrant aroma of 

CHARITY and UNITY when I entered this assembly room and saw your happy faces and 

smiles of welcome. I believe that your General Chapter is doing its work well and I offer 

you our heartfelt congratulations, as we thank God for his blessing. 

 


