
 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
News Bulletin #06 For SVD members only 

 

Only another week left for the scheduled closure of the 17
th

 General Chapter. All the elections 

are already over and we have the complete new team for the General Council. The next week 

will begin with the much-awaited Papal visit on Monday (July 9). You have been kept abreast 

with the results of the elections almost instantaneously, thanks to the advanced information 

technology. Those more fortunate would have also watched some video clips on the blog site 

launched specially for the General Chapter (svdgc2012.blogspot.it). In this news bulletin, you 

will find a summary of the happenings during the “election week”. 

 

Friday, June 29, 2012: 

 

Feast of Peter and Paul. The Eucharist in the morning was celebrated by Fr. Kwadjo Alphonse 

Amanor (GHA) with all the Peters and Pauls in the Chapter getting a special mention during the 

liturgy and the homily. 

 

Coordinator for the Biblical Apostolate: 

 

In the plenum in the morning the reports from the Generalate resumed and it was the turn of the 

Coordinator for the Biblical Apostolate, Fr. Lukas Jua, to present his report. He began by paying 

homage to his late predecessor, Fr. Guido Tisera (+ March 3, 2011). 

 

He noted that 54 provinces/regions/missions have coordinators for the Biblical Apostolate. 

However, the Biblical Apostolate is very much active even in provinces without a coordinator. In 

most cases, there is a high level of collaboration with the Communications ministry in the 

provinces. He pointed to a new trend in this apostolate, i.e. a shift from the “Bible” centered to 

the “Word-of-God” centered approach, arising from the realization that the Bible is neither the 

“whole” of the Word of God nor the “only” Word of God. 

 

Coordinator of JPIC: 

 

The last of the reports from the Generalate was presented by Fr. Milan Bubák, the Coordinator 

for Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC). The JPIC was taken up as a priority in the 

General Chapter of 1982. Today we have JPIC coordinators in all the provinces/regions/missions 

of the SVD. 

 

Fr. Bubák observed that the zonal meetings are well organized, but the resolutions are too often 

forgotten soon after the meetings. Provincial superiors and zonal coordinators need to pay better 

attention to the execution of these resolutions. He also shared some information about Vivat 

International (our NGO at the UN). 

 

17
th

 General Chapter 
“From Every Nation, People and Language:  

Sharing Intercultural Life and Mission” 
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After the two reports from the Generalate officials, Fr. Gabriel Lionel Afagbegee presented the 

modified text of the Congregational Directions to be discussed in the General Chapter. The new 

text of the Congregational Directions was then discussed for any further modification. Later, 

each of the Directions was discussed and voted upon. 

 

Saturday, June 30, 2012: 

 

Preparing for the Elections 
 

During the morning sessions of the day, the capitulars met in zonal groups to discuss their 

expectations from the new team at the Generalate. During the plenum in the afternoon, these 

expectations were shared in the assembly. The qualities expected from the Superior General and 

his team members were often the same from all the zones. The qualities highlighted were: Deep 

Faith and profound spirituality; Leadership qualities; Teamwork; Inter-cultural experience; 

Vision for the future; Ability to learn new languages; and Passion for the WORD. 

 

An army of sheep led by a lion can defeat an army of lions led by a sheep! 

- African proverb quoted by Fr. Shiju Paul Puthenpurackal (BOT) 

 

On behalf of the present Generalate team, Br. Alfonso Berger shared his experience at the 

Generalate and those of his colleagues. Fr. Antonio Pernia also shared his experience as the 

Superior General for 12 years and gave some very practical tips for his successor. One important 

role of the Superior General is to be the “face” and the “voice” of the Society before others. He 

noted that good health is essential to carry out the work of the Superior General, as he has to 

travel often and these are not always in cities or by air. In his two terms, Fr. Pernia has travelled 

90 times out of Rome and many of them involved adventurous visits to our frontier missionaries 

in remote places. 

 

Former Superior General, Fr. Henry Barlage had some words of wisdom for the future Superior 

General... even when one feels unfit and unworthy, “If God wants you, HE will get you!” He 

said that a Superior General does not have to be a “father” to all as we are all “brothers”. ‘Trust 

in God’ should be the main strength of a superior especially when problems seem unsolvable! 

 

During the afternoon plenum, a straw ballot was taken for the election of the next Superior 

General. While the result of the straw ballot was being tabulated, the assembly discussed and 

voted on the “Report on the Implementation of the Recommendations and Resolutions of the 16
th

 

General Chapter”. The day’s proceedings finished with the announcement of the results of the 

straw ballot. 

 

Monday July 2, 2012: 

 

After the free day on Sunday, the capitulars had a day of recollection on Monday. Fr. Carlos del 

Valle (CHI) preached the recollection with the theme “Leadership for Interculturality in the 

SVD”. He gave several points for the capitulars to reflect upon before they elected the new 

Superior General, once again highlighting the qualities and characteristics of a good leader in the 

context of diversity. 
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Tuesday, July 3, 2012: 

 

Fr. Kulüke is our new Superior General 
 

The much awaited day for the election of the new Superior General has come! The day began 

with the common celebration of the Eucharist organized by the confreres from India on this feast 

day of St. Thomas the Apostle of India. 

 

The plenum began with a prayer for the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit led by Fr. Peter McHugh. 

After the regular preliminary matters, the capitulars voted for the new Superior General of the 

SVD. In the first ballot itself, Fr. Heinz Kulüke (presently the Provincial Superior of PHS) was 

elected the 11
th

 Superior General of the Society of the Divine Word, with a thumbing majority. 

 

The List of Proposals presented by the Proposals Committee were voted upon during the 

morning session. A straw ballot for the Vice-Superior General followed. In the afternoon 

discussions on the proposal continued. In the evening, Fr. Kulüke the newly elected Superior 

General presided over the Eucharist assisted by his two predecessors - Fr. Pernia and Fr. Henry 

Barlage. Of course, the day closed with a get-together in the evening, to felicitate the new 

Superior General. 

 

Wednesday July 4, 2012: 

 

Fr. Robert Kisala elected the new Vice-Superior General 
 

Continuing with the election process, the capitulars voted for the Vice-Superior General in the 

morning. Fr. Robert Kisala, the current Admonitor General, got the required absolute majority 

(absolute majority = half plus one votes of the voting members present) in the first round itself. 

 

A straw ballot for the five General Consultors was taken during the day. Fr. Pernia then informed 

the assembly that Pope Benedict XVI will visit Nemi to meet the members of the General 

Chapter. Fifty years ago, the then Fr. Joseph Ratzinger had been at the Ad Gentes center, as part 

of the commission that prepared the ‘Ad Gentes’ document of the Second Vatican Council. 

 

 

Thursday-Friday, July 5-6, 2012: 

 

The election process continued and on Thursday three more councillors were voted into office. 

Although it was planned to elect only two councillors on the day, a third was also elected 

because the elections were completed faster than planned. Brother Guy Mazola Mido was elected 

in the first round itself, while the second and third councillors needed a second round to reach 

the required majority. 

 

First three general councillors elected 
 

1. Br. Guy Mazola Mido (delegate from CNG) 

2. Fr. Gregory Pinto (present General Councillor) 

3. Fr. Paul Budi Kleden (delegate from IDE). 
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Friday, July 7, 2012: 

 

The last General Councillors elected 
 

In the first session of the morning elections for the last two General Councillors were held. Fr. 

Arlindo Pereira Dias (from the previous council) was the first one to be elected, followed by Fr. 

José Antunes da Silva (presently Provincial Superior of POR). Both of them were elected in the 

first round itself. 

 

In the last act of the election process, Fr. Gregory Pinto was elected to be the Admonitor General 

of the new General Council. This election too needed only one round of voting. 

 

 

 

The new General Council 

(2012-2018) 
 

 Fr. Heinz Kulüke - Superior General 

 Fr. Robert Kisala - Vice-Superior General 

 Fr. Gregory Pinto - Admonitor General 

 Br. Guy Mazola Mido - General Councillor 

 Fr. Paul Budi Kleden - General Councillor 

 Fr. Arlindo Pereira Dias - General Councillor 

 Fr. José Antunes da Silva - General Councillor 
 

 

 

As the General Chapter got to the end of the third week, most of the business had gone on 

without any hitch; in fact discussions were completed even before the scheduled time, more so 

the elections. The Papal visit on Monday (July 9) forced some re-adjustments in the planned 

schedule for the next week. 

 

A Capitular leaves the Chapter: 

 

Amidst all this happy moments came the sad news that the father of Fr. Navil D’Silva 

(Provincial Superior of ECU) was taken ill and was admitted in the Intensive Care Unit. The 

Planning Committee gave him permission to leave the Chapter and go to India to meet his ailing 

father. The General Chapter subsequently decided to no longer summon his substitute for the 

remaining part of the Chapter (he would have to come all the way from Ecuador!). 

 

 

Sebastian Mattappallil, SVD 

Nemi, July 7, 2012 

 


