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News Bulletin #07 For SVD members only 

 

Pope Benedict XVI’s Historic Visit to Nemi 
 

On Monday, July 9, 2012, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI made a historic visit to the Ad 

Gentes Center at Nemi, where the Divine Word Missionaries were holding their 17
th

 General 

Chapter. The Pope came from his summer residence at nearby Castel Gondolfo and arrived at 

11.45 at Nemi. The Pope was welcomed on his arrival by the recently elected Superior General, 

Fr. Heinz Kulüke, the outgoing Superior General, Fr. Antonio Pernia and the Procurator General, 

Fr. Giancarlo Girardi. 

 

The Pope was led to the Chapel of the center where 150 participants of the General Chapter and 

members of the Roman Communities of the SVD welcomed him with a long and cheerful 

applause. The Holy Father spent a few minutes in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. Then, 

Superior General, Fr. Antonio Pernia, welcomed the Pope to the Ad Gentes Center and recalled 

the distinct connection between the center and the second Vatican Council. It was at the Ad 

Gentes Center that the draft of the document on  the Church’s mission to the world “Ad Gentes” 

was prepared by the commission headed by the then SVD Superior General, Fr. Johannes 

Schütte. The Pope was a “peritus” (= expert) of that commission as a young theologian. 

 

The Holy Father was given a statue of Mother Mary (brought from Indonesia) by the capitulars 

from Jawa, Fr. Felix Sunartha Kadek and Fr. Antonius Eko Yuliantoro. Fr. Pernia offered the 

‘Chapter Kit’ to the Holy Father. Fr. Kulüke thanked the Holy Father for his gracious visit to the 

center. After a group photo with those present, the Pope greeted a number of participants 

personally. The brief visit came to an end with the Holy Father taking a surprise walk to the main 

entrance of the center. He had a good look at the Nemi Lake and the village of Genzano across 

the lake. 

 

For the Holy Father it was a journey down memory lane, recalling his privileged presence at 

Nemi as part of the commission. Fr. Patrick Byrne (IBP) told the Irish press that the visit was 

“electric”, while Fr. Pernia noted that the visit “surpassed our expectations”. For most of the 

capitulars, this will probably remain the most unforgettable moment of the 17
th

 General Chapter. 

Such visits are not usual and the SVDs were fortunate to have the rare occasion at the Ad Gentes 

Center. Hats off to our Procurator General, Fr. Gaincarlo Girardi, whose hard work and contacts 

in the Vatican made the Papal Visit a reality! 

 

The “private” visit was reported by the national television channels as well as many internet 

news sites. Reporters who came to cover the news were not allowed to reach the center during 

the visit. The security police stopped even some of the capitulars (those who stayed in the village 

of Nemi due to shortage of rooms at the center). They had to be rescued by Fr. Milan Bubák! 

17
th

 General Chapter 
“From Every Nation, People and Language:  

Sharing Intercultural Life and Mission” 
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The Message of Pope Benedict XVI 
 

 
“I am truly grateful for the opportunity to revisit this house in Nemi after 47 years. I have a beautiful 
memory of this house, perhaps the most memorable of the whole Second Vatican Council. I lived in the 
center of Rome, in the Collegio di Santa Maria dell’Anima (College of Saint Mary of the Soul), with all 
the noise: this is also nice! But staying here in the green, having this breath of fresh air and this nature, 
was in itself a beautiful thing. And then there was the company of many great theologians, with a task so 
important and beautiful, that is, to prepare a decree on the mission. 
 
I remember the General of that time, Father Schütte, who had suffered in China, had been condemned 
and then expelled. He was full of missionary zeal and of the need to give new impetus to the missionary 
spirit. And there was me, a theologian of no great importance, very young. I do not know why I was 
invited. But it was a great gift for me. 
 
Then, there was Fulton Sheen, who fascinated us in the evenings with his talks, Father Congar and the 
great missiologists from Louvain. For me it was a spiritual enrichment, a great gift. It was a decree 
without great controversy. There was this controversy that I never really understood, between the school 
of Louvain and the school of Münster: is the main purpose of mission implantatio Ecclesiae or the 
proclamation of the Gospel? But all converged into the one dynamism of the need to bring the light of 
the Word of God, the light of God’s love to the world and to do so with a new joy. 
 
And so in those days a beautiful and fine decree came about, almost unanimously accepted by all the 
Council Fathers, and for me it was also a very good complement to Lumen Gentium, where we 
encounter a Trinitarian ecclesiology, that starts specially from the classical idea of bonum diffusivum sui, 
the good that has the inner necessity to communicate itself, to give itself: it cannot stand by itself, the 
good or goodness itself which is essentially communicatio. And this already appears in the Trinitarian 
mystery, within God, and diffuses itself in the history of salvation and in our need to give others the good 
we have received. 
 
And so, with these memories I have often thought of those days in Nemi which for me, as I said, were 
an essential part of the experience of the Council. And I'm happy to see that your Congregation 
flourishes – Father General spoke of six thousand members in so many countries, from so many 
nations. Clearly the missionary dynamism is alive, and it is alive only if there is the joy of the Gospel, if 
we experience of the good that comes from God and that must be and desires to be communicated. 
Thank you for this dynamism of yours. I wish you during this Chapter every blessing of the Lord, a lot of 
inspiration: that the same inspiring impulses of the Holy Spirit that accompanied us almost visibly during 
those days may be present among you and help you find the direction for your congregation, and also 
for the mission of the Gospel ad gentes for the coming years. Thanks to you all, God bless you. Pray for 
me, as I pray for you. Thank you!” 
 

 

 

[Videos and photos are available on the internet: <svdgc2012.blogspot.it>] 
 

Sebastian Mattappallil, SVD 

Nemi, June 10, 2012 

 


