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News Bulletin #08 For SVD members only 

 

After the elections for the Superior General and the members of the General Council during the 

third week of the 17
th

 General Chapter, the capitulars had three days of break from normal 

business. You had been kept informed of the results of the elections almost immediately. 

Saturday, June 7, 2012 was a free day. The Eucharist in the morning was concelebrated by the 

new Councillors, led by the Vice-Superior General, Fr. Robert Kisala. After breakfast, some 

capitulars used the day to make another trip to Rome, while some others went to the Anzio 

beach.  

 

On Sunday, July 8, 2012, all the participants of the General Chapter visited the Catacombs of 

Domitilla in the morning. They had a concelebrated Eucharist in the chapel of the Catacombs 

presided by our confrere, Fr. Ajay Kullu, of the SVD community at St. Domitilla. 

 

From the Catacombs, the group went to the Generalate of the SSpS Sisters for a very “sisterly” 

welcome and a sumptuous lunch. The leadership team put on the special SVD General Chapter 

T-Shirt for the occasion (these were given to them on their visit to the General Chapter). Since 

very few of the SVDs had their official T-Shirts on, one would easily have mistaken some of the 

SVDs for SSpS! 

 

The third stop of the day was at the SVD Generalate (Collegio). The day was hot and after a 

heavy lunch at the Sisters’ place, many found some comfortable corner for a relaxing nap! In the 

evening, the vespers were solemnly sung in the chapel of the Collegio, led by the rector, Fr. 

Paulino Belamide. A grand supper in the gardens of the Collegio followed. Fr. Giancarlo Girardi 

and Fr. Henryk Szymiczek prepared the special barbecue. The Sisters had a hard day setting the 

tables for the whole crowd! They had called in more sisters from their other communities in 

Rome to help out. 

 

The next day, Monday, July 9, 2012, was the much-awaited day of the Papal visit. You already 

have the detailed news in the previous edition of the News Bulletin (#07). In the afternoon a 

plenary assembly was held during which the topic of sexual abuse of minors was discussed. Fr. 

Robert Kisala briefly presented the relevant part of the ‘Handbook for Superiors’ (G.4) and a 

number of Provincial Superiors shared their experiences in dealing with such cases in their 

provinces. 

 

Dealing with allegations of abuse of minors is extremely difficult but it is a matter to be dealt 

with seriously and immediately. Postponing the issue or transferring an accused confrere to his 

home province or another province is not a solution. Collecting all the relevant information and 

sharing it with superiors of other concerned provinces is necessary in cases of allegations of 

abuse. Proper procedures have to be followed in such cases as these are often subject to the law 

of the place where the alleged offence is committed. 
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Tuesday, July 10, 2012: 

 

Day of recollection 
 

Due to the Papal Visit on Monday, the original schedule of the Chapter for Monday and Tuesday 

was deferred by a day. Thus, Tuesday was a day of recollection. Fr. Peter McHugh led the 

morning prayers with the theme “Collaboration with the laity”. At the beginning of the first 

session, Fr. Antonio Pernia officially welcomed the lay participants to the assembly. 

 

Fr. Pernia then introduced Miss Donna Orsuto, the preacher of the day. Miss Donna is a 

professor at the Gregorian University, Rome. In her first talk she shared some inspiring thoughts 

about “Communicating Faith in the twenty-first century”. Her second talk was on “A Spirituality 

to sustain us in the twenty-first century”. During both the talks, she cited several times from the 

lives of our founder, St. Arnold Janssen and of  St. Joseph Freinademetz. 

 

Wednesday, July 11, 2012: 

 

Day with Lay Collaborators 
 

This was the first time in our history that lay people took part in a General Chapter. Our 

collaboration with the laity goes back to the times of our founder; yet in recent times there is 

widespread involvement and organized support for the mission of the SVD across the world. One 

representative from each zone was invited to share his/her experience with the capitulars 

 

1. Helen Koryo Dzikunu was the first to share her experience of collaborating in the mission of 

the SVD in Ghana. She leads the organization called “Friends of the SVD”. They gather together 

to pray for the missionaries, visit the formation houses, distribute Christmas gifts to the 

missionaries, join in the celebrations of the SVD communities, etc. 

 

2. Attorney Tyrone R. Cimafranca was the second to share his experience as the head of the 

“XVD” association in the Philippines. The association was formed by the Ex-SVDs. They 

continue to collaborate and interact with the SVDs at various levels. “XVDA”, the counterpart 

organization of the wives of the XVDs is also actively involved in their collaboration with our 

missionaries. Manus Dei, The Perpetual Rosary Movement, The Crusaders and the Lay Society 

of St. Arnold Janssen (LaySAJ) are other lay organizations that collaborate with the SVD in the 

Philippines. 

 

3. Markus Woettki from MaZ (Missionar/in auf Zeit = Temporary Mission Volunteers) based 

in St. Augustin, Germany was the next to share his experience in collaborating with the SVDs 

and the SSpS. MaZ trains interested young people and sends them to the missions for short 

periods of one or two years. Each of them receives a mission cross before they are sent to the 

missions. This year 34 youths have received the mission crosses before going to different 

missions across the world. 

 

4. Arturo Meneses from Mexico came with his wife Leticia. They lead the organization 

Missioneros Auxiliares del Verbo Divino (MAVD) (= Mission Helpers of the Divine Word). 

MAVD was founded 30 years ago and works in parish based units which are actively involved in 

the pastoral activities of the parish. 

 

 

 



 3 

Thursday, July 12, 2012: 

 

Since the “business” of the Chapter was mostly completed, the capitulars got another free day. 

Two trips were arranged for those interested. While one group went to Assisi, another went to 

Pompei and Monte Casino. 

 

Friday, July 13, 2012, was spent mostly in the zonal groups for a final discussion on the text of 

the Congregational Directions. The results of these zonal discussions were shared during the first 

session on Saturday, July 14, 2012. At the end of this session, an evaluation of the organization 

of the 17
th

 General Chapter was done. 

  

Sunday, July 15, 2012: 

 

Good Bye… 
 

The concluding Eucharist was presided over by the out-going Superior General, Fr. Antonio 

Pernia. In his homily, he thanked all the capitulars for their participation in the 17
th

 General 

Chapter of the Society which he called the “Ad Gentes General Chapter” due to its many-fold 

association with “Ad Gentes”. 

 

 After lunch the departures began... The time had come for the 150 participants to bid good bye 

to one another after four weeks of living and working together. This Chapter was marked by a 

flawless organization of the procedures and programs. The capitulars were visibly content and 

relaxed throughout. They are sure to remember the timely humour of moderator, Fr. Gary Riebe-

Estrella for some time to come. The efficient services provided by all the other support staff also 

deserve mentioning. 

 

If we were to choose a word or a phrase that would describe the general chapter that we are 

bringing to a close this morning, that word or phrased would be “Ad Gentes”. The XVII 

General Chapter of the Society of the Divine Word has been what we might call the “Ad 

Genetes General Chapter”. 

- Fr. Antonio M. Pernia 

 

The last word… 

 

It was my privilege and pleasure to keep you informed of the happening in the General Chapter. 

After eight editions of News Bulletins; and a special edition after each election (seven in all), I 

too have the feeling of satisfaction for a job completed without a hitch! Thanks to Fr. Pernia who 

always found time to check the English version of every issue. I would like once again to express 

my sincere thanks and deep appreciation for the prompt service of the translators. 

 

Thank you… 
 

Gracias  Danke  terima kasih  Obrigado  Merci  grazie  Dziękuję  

        Salamat sa iyo 谢谢  ありがとう  cảm ơn bạn 

 

 

Sebastian Mattappallil, SVD 

Nemi, June 15, 2012 


