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The 17th General Chapter of the Society of the Divine Word (SVD) opened at Nemi in a colorful 
ceremony which began at 11.00 am, on Sunday, June 17, 2012. Delegates to the Chapter, many 
of them dressed in the traditional clothes used by the people in their missions, assembled in front 
of the Ad Gentes Center. Some members of the SSpS Leadership Team and many members from 

he 
inauguration adding even more color to the function. Fr. Tony Pates (Chapter Liturgist) had 
prepared and organized the  liturgy. 
 
Superior General, Fr. Antonio Pernia presided over the Eucharistic celebration accompanied by 
the four Zonal Coordinators (Fr. Anton Fencz  EUROPA; Fr. Xene Sanchez  AFRAM; Fr. 
Alberto Klein  PANAM; and Fr. Sebastian Maria Michael  ASPAC). After the inaugural 
welcome and initial rites, the Cross and the Holy Bible were carried to the main chapel for the 
rest of the liturgy. Representatives from the four Zones took turns to carry the Bible, each zone 
paying homage to the Bible in their own cultural way. Juanito Banogbanog (MEX) carried the 
cross all the way. 
 
In his homily Fr. Pernia recalled the first General Chapter of the SVD 128 years ago, in Steyl, 
with the founder and just three delegates  Johannes Janssen, John Baptist Anzer and Hermann 
Wegener. In the spirit of that first Chapter, the Mass of the Feast of the Holy Trinity was selected 
for the opening of the 17th General Chapter. It was during the first General Chapter that the feast 
of the Holy Trinity was declared as the principal feast of the SVD. (You can read the full text of 
the Homily on our Website - svdcuria.org OR Blog Spot - svdgc2012.blogspot.it). Towards the 
end of the Eucharist, Fr. Pernia officially declared the 17th General Chapter of the Society open. 
 

This was followed by lunch in which the guests also took part. 
 

assembled once again in the chapel for a brief prayer service led by Fr. Peter McHugh. During 
the prayer service the Bible and a specially designed Chapter Candle (made by Fr. Roland Sheid, 
one of the delegates from GER province) were carried in procession to the Assembly Hall. Fr. 
João António Soyépia Ladeira (ANG), the youngest delegate at the Chapter, carried the Holy 
Bible, while Fr. Norberto Prittwitz (BRN), the eldest delegate at the Chapter carried the Chapter 
Candle. The prayer service concluded with reciting the prologue of John, in English and Spanish. 
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The First Plenum 
 
After the prayer service, Fr. Pernia presided over the first plenum of the 17th General Chapter. 
Before any matters of the Chapter was taken up, Fr. Michael McGuinnes, the praeses of the Ad 
Gentes center was called upon to explain how the newly installed systems work in the assembly 
hall as well as other tips and practical inf  
 
Fr. Pernia then once again welcomed all the participants to the Chapter and briefly explained the 

Ad Gentes  and its significance for us SVDs. The Nemi Tertiate house was 
inaugurated, fifty years ago, by Fr. Johannes Schütte on October 21, 1962. Present on the 
occasion were Thomas Cardinal Tien and 23 SVD bishops who were in Rome for the Vat II 
council. The document Ad Gentes of Vat II was prepared at Nemi with Fr. Schütte as the 
chairman of the commission. 
 
This was followed by the nomination and approval of: 
 
- two Chapter Secretaries: Fr. John Anthony Szukalski (USC); Fr. Peter Sam Cao Nguyen 
(KOR). They were invited to take their official place immediately. 
 
- two Chapter Moderators: Fr. Gary Riebe-Estrella (USC); Fr. José Nicolás Espinosa (COL). 
 
The Superior General then explained the composition of the 17th General Chapter with all the 
relevant names and numbers. The members of the staff were briefly introduced to the delegates. 
He highlighted the presence of the first-ever delegate in an SVD General Chapter from Fiji (Fr. 
Asaeli Raas  AUS). He also noted that six of the delegates from the 16th General Chapter (2006) 
have been nominated bishops. They are: 
 

 Fr. Leopoldo Jaucian, former Provincial of PHC, bishop of Bangued in the Philippines; 
  Fr. Antonio Jaca, former Provincial of ANG, bishop of Caxito in Angola; 
  Fr. Ladislav Nemet, former Provincial of HUN, bishop of Zrenjanin in Serbia; 
  Fr. Sebastin Durairaj, former Provincial of INC, bishop of Khandwa in India; 

 Fr. Gabriel Kumordji, former Provincial of GHA, apostolic vicar of Donkorkrom in 
Ghana; 

  Fr. Zeferino Zeca Martins, former Provincial of ANG, auxiliary bishop of Luanda. 
Mons. Zecca was present for the opening Eucharist and the lunch. 
 
Seven of the capitulars from the 16th General Chapter have passed away during the last six years: 
  Fr. Bernard Rudolf, former Treasurer General; 
  Fr. Guido Tisera, former Generalate Coordinator of the Biblical Apostolate; 
  Fr. Joseph Simon, former Provincial of USS; 
  Fr. Robert Pung, former delegate of USS; 
  Fr. Paulo Bubniak, former Provincial of BRS; 
  Fr. Nicolas Hayon, former Provincial of IDE; 
  Fr. Adonis Narcelles, former delegate of GEN. 
 
At the invitation of the Superior General, the delegates observed a minute of silence to remember 
these departed confreres.  
 
Fr. Gary Riebe-Estrella was then invited to take over the chair of the moderator of the Chapter 
and he began his job by dismissing the assembly for a break! He did not, however, forget to 
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remind the capitulars to return to the assembly Hall by 17.30, irrespective of the different ways 
 is perceived in different cultures! 

 
During the following session which began at 17.30, Fr. Konrad Keler, the Vice-Superior 
General, presented the Agenda for the Chapter and then the Organizational Structure and 
Procedural Rules. 
 
The first day of the 17th 
supper. Some relaxed for a while watching the European Cup football match. 
 
Sebastian Mattappallil, SVD 
Rome: June 18, 2012 
 
 
Heard in the Corridor: 
 
After a fine kick at the beginning of a football game, the players have to keep the ball rolling till 

 - one of the Liturgists, after the impressive opening ceremonies of the 
Chapter. 
 
 


