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The 17th General Chapter gets to work

Monday June 18, 2012:

After the solemnities of the opening celebrations and meeting many old faces and some new 
ones during the conveniat on Sunday, the delegates got to work on Monday, June 18, 2012. The 
day began with a common Eucharist presided by Vice-Superior General, Fr. Konrad Keler, 
accompanied by General Consultors Fr. Gregory Pinto and Fr. Estanislau Chindecasse.

The first Plenum of the day opened in the morning at 9.00 with Fr. Gary Riebe-Estrella as 
moderator. The first item on the agenda was the report of the previous day presented by the 
Chapter Secretary, Fr. John Szukalski. The report was approved as presented. Fr. Tadeusz 
Grenda, the Mission Superior of MOZ, was remembered, today being his birthday.

It was then the turn of Father Superior General, Antonio Pernia, to present his report to the 
General Chapter. His report was accompanied by a very helpful and interesting PowerPoint 
presentation prepared by the Mission Secretary, Fr. Pio Estepa. The report dealt with the 
personnel status of the Society; our missionary commitment and religious spirit; and an overview 
of the recent developments in the Zones and at the Generalate. The last aspect the Superior 
General dealt with was the theme of the 17th

During the second session of the morning, the report of the Superior General was discussed in 
the 12 basic groups. In the plenum in the afternoon some clarifications were made about the 

the afternoon, General Admonitor, Fr. Robert Kisala, presented the Congregational Directions to 
the assembly. These directions are intended to set the plans and priorities for the next six years in 
the SVD. These were to be discussed in the Zonal Groups. Later, Fr. Robert Kisala explained the 
program for the rest of the week.

Time of the ZONES

Tuesday June 19, 2012:

The second day of business at the Chapter began with the Eucharist being celebrated in two 
language groups - English and Spanish. During the first session of the day, the delegates met 
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together in Zonal groups for familiarization among themselves and to propose three candidates 
each for the Planning Commission. The delegates proposed to the Planning Commission were:

AFRAM: Fr. Gabriel Lionel Afagbegee (BOT), Fr. Kwadjo Alphonse Amanor (GHA) and
Br. Guy Mazola Mido (CNG)

ASPAC: Fr. Paul Budi Kleden (IDE), Fr. Heinz Kulüke (PHS) and Fr. Thanuzraj Stanislaus 
Lazar (INM)

EUROPA: Jakub Blaszczyszyn (URL), Fr. Patrick Byrne (IBP) and Fr. José Antunes da Silva
(POR)

PANAM: Fr. Joachim Andrade (BRS), Fr. Thomas Ascheman (USC) and Br. Roberto Duarte
(ECU)

During the second session of the day, Fr. Keler proposed a vote on the AGENDA and the 
ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE AND PROCEDURAL RULES presented earlier. Both 
were accepted by almost unanimous vote.

Fr. Pernia then proposed the names of the scrutineers for the General Chapter. Considering the 
large number of capitulars, he proposed four names instead of the traditional two. The four 
youngest confreres in the Chapter were nominated and all were accepted by applause. The 
scrutineers are:

1. João António Soyépia Ladeira (ANG)
2. Anselmo Ricardo Ribeiro (BRN)
3. Du Cong Dominic Huynh (VIE)
4. Paulo Narui Daisuke (JPN)

During the third session, the delegates met in Zonal groups and proposed three names each for 
the Proposals Committee. Father Superior General also proposed three names from the 
Generalate Team. The names proposed were:

AFRAM:
Pthenpurackal (BOT)

ASPAC: Fr. Francis Budenholzer (SIN), Jerome Marquez (PHC) and Fr. Yulis Yasinto 
(IDT)

EUROPA: Fr. Paulino Belamide (ROM), Fr. Patrick Hogan (IBP) and Fr. Bernhard Werle 
(GER)

PANAM: Fr. Carlos Del Valle (CHI), Fr. Stany Gilbert Lobo (PAR) and Br. Bernard Spitzley
(USC)

CURIA: Br. Alfonso José Berger, Fr. Estanislau Chindecasse Marques and Fr. Gregory 
Pinto

The third session of the day began with the reading of the minutes by the Secretary. This was 
followed by the election of the members of the Planning Commission. Those elected from the 
panel of candidates from the Zones are:

AFRAM: Br. Guy Mazola Mido (CNG)
ASPAC: Fr. Heinz Kulüke (PHS)
EUROPA: Fr. José Antunes da Silva (POR)
PANAM: Fr. Thomas Ascheman (USC)
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The Superior General, Fr. Pernia, is the Chairman of the Planning Commission. The commission
was to hold its first meeting later in the evening.

Wednesday, June 20, 2012:

The Eucharist in the morning was celebrated in zonal groups. The first three sessions of the day 
was spent for sharing in the Zonal Groups. Some of the sessions were also held in sub-zonal 
groups.

During the third session, Fr. José Nicolás Espinosa, the assistant moderator of the Chapter 
chaired the sessions for the first time. After the minutes of the previous sessions were read by the 
Secretary and approved by the assembly, elections were held to the Proposals Committee. Those 
elected are: 

AFRAM: Fr. Peter Kobla Accorly (TOG)
ASPAC: Fr. Yulis Yasinto (IDT)
EUROPA: Fr. Bernhard Werle (GER)
PANAM: Fr. Carlos Del Valle (CHI)
CURIA: Fr. Gregory Pinto

The Proposals Committee was to meet together later in the evening. Fr. Pernia proposed the four
capitulars for the Drafting Committee and they were approved by the assembly. They are:

1. Gabriel Lionel Afagbegee (BOT)
2. Paul Budi Kleden (IDE)
3. Kunnathu Kalayatholil Rajimon John (ARE)
4. Jakub Blaszczyszyn (URL)

In the evening, Fr. Paulo Daisuke Narui (JPN), (Executive director of Caritas, Japan), presented 
some photos and videos on the relief work done by Caritas, after the recent Tsunami.

Thursday, June 21, 2012:

The Eucharist in the morning was common and was organized by the ASPAC Zone and the 
Zonal Coordinator, Fr. Michael Sebastian Maria, was the main celebrant. The first reading was 
in Chinese, read by Paul Han Qing Ping (SIN) and the Gospel was read/sung in Fijian language 
by Fr. Asaeli Raass (AUS). The Indonesian confreres presented an offertory dance while the 
Indian contingent offered the traditional to God, of Fire, Incense 
and Flowers).

Sebastian Mattappallil, SVD
Nemi: June 22, 2012.

another man's poison.
While discussing the problem of migration, the confreres from the Philippines lamented that too 
many of their people are migrating leaving their villages empty! The response of Fr. Narui from 

Filipinas who migrate to Japan and settle down in the 
rural areas of Japan! Most of the girls from the villages of Japan go to big cities leaving the 
farming community without families!


