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Botswana Province Newsletter

Word Aflame

May 2010

Word from the Provincial

Dear Confreres,

Pentecost Sunday is one of the most ancient feasts of the Church, celebrated early enough
to be mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles (20:16) and St. Paul's First Letter to the
Corinthians (16:8). The entire period between Easter and Pentecost Sunday wasvk as
Pentecost (and it still is called Pentecost in the Eastern churches, both Catholic and
Orthodox). The liturgical seasons of Eastern Catholic Churches are equivalent to Year
ABC Cycle in Latin Rite: Annunciation ( Subard, Epiphany (Denh3, Great Fat

(Sawma Rabby Resurrection (Qyamia),
Apostles Glihe), Summer (Qarta), Eliyah-Cross
(Eliyah-Sliba), Weeks of Moses Musg and
Dedication of the Church QudasEdta). The
liturgical seasons mold the spirituality of our
fonder. In our society the solemty of the Holy
Trinity is our principal feast, and we celebrate
the solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord as

a Titular Feast and Pentecost as a major feast of
the society. Praying the Ven/ Creator Spiritus
daily and celebration of one mass every month
in honor of the Holy Spirit are our spiritual
inheritances from our founder himself. We are
obliged to celebrate seven masses each year in
honor of the Holy Spirit for our missionary work,

if possible between the Ascension and Pentecost.
At Pentecost we new our consecration to the
Holy Spirit.  Our constitution 405 says we
celebrate Pentecost as the contemplation of the
paschal mystery The Spirit of the Lord filled the
disciples, making them a missionary
community to proclaim the gospel with power
and cairage. In confirmation we too were
endowed with the power of this Spirit to profess
our faith boldly. Times we witness and live

today are marred by the unhealthy media bias that scapegoats our being a religious or a
clergy! It demands the same apostolicldoess borne of a true Pentecost!

Paul
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Farewell to Fr. Al Villasante SVD
On the 15t of April 2010, during the Eucharistic celebration in Dambwa Parish,
Fr. Al said good bye to the Province and in particular to Zambia District. Fr. Al
came to the province in 1985. He served the Province and the people of God in
different capacities as a missionary priest and in formation ministry. During his
homil y he said that we become Christians, because we love Christ. Whatever he
did in the province was because of his love for Christ and his Church. He thanked
the Province for helping him to grow as a person and as a confrere. After the
thanksgiving song Fr. Biju, the District Superior thanked Fr. Al for all the
contributions he made to the province and to the District, especially as a
formator. During the meal that followed the Mass, Fr. Kelmens presented a card
signed by SVDs and SSpS, and a small gift as a token of appreciation and
gratitude. Farewell by Lusaka community will take place on Friday, 21 May at
17hrs with a Mass and Agape in Lusaka Philosophy house.

Fr. Vincent Mwiya Receives the Mission Cross

AReceive this sign ot Pr€bkhChrssttcudgfiedl whe is theapoveer o f ¢
of God and t he SWbiCerdnoomal, d EditiGha2d)dWith these words Fr.

Vincent Mwiya SVD, was presented with the Mission Cross. He received the Mission cross

on the 18 of April 2010, during the thanksgiving Eucharistic celebration at St. Charles
Lwanga Parish, Chindwin, Kabwe. The whole congregation extending their hands up on Fr.
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Vincent said the praar of6t he Bl essing ofd.De pZaarnibiinag DMisstsriiox
him all the best in Zimbabwe. Mwende Buyino mukwai ! Fr. Vincent was ordained'dn 11

July 2009 and is appointed to Zimbabwe. He is from Makunka Parish, in the Diocese of
Livingstone.He is the sixth Zambian SVD. He had been with the Chindwin SVD Community

from September 2009 to April 2010. His presence and service in the SVD community as well

as in the parish were invaluable and timely as Fr. Francis Allah, the Parish Priest was just
recuperating from the accident. We thank him for his presence with us in Zambia District and

wish him all the best in Zimbabwe. Mwende Buyino mukwai !

Fr. Vincent has arrived in Zimbabwe to begin his first missionary assignment. Frs. Tadeusz

and Krystancmne t o Lusaka to pick him. We wish Vin
Blessings!

Welcome to Plot No. 2089

Daniel,Kangwa,Victor,George Pre Philosophy
The bright shining sunbés rays and the beauti
of a new day at Plot 2089. Each morning our prayers, meditation and liturgy lead us to yet
another day of great experience. Brought together by the morning staare in out spiritual
meal through mass, its now time to come together and break the night lonBoiastur
(Good morning) as the busy dinning hall bound individuals try to practice some French
vocabulary learnt from the previous class just to gpdouthe days work.
AfSee you after cl assbo, as our formators see
joint classes with SMA brothers, which happens every other day. The interaction during the
class among ourselves and the people we meet20ominutes ride provide a great deal of
points of reflection for the day. After a day packed with school work, manual work and many
other activities like sports, its time that we gather as a family for our recreation. Its UNO time
and everyoneislookin f or ward t o see who wins the higt
game of luck. On Friday evening everyone is glued to the TV for it is movie time and guess
what éeitdés the survival of the fittest as eve
climax of the movie. Sunday present us an opportunity to go out to our various places of out
pastoral assignments in the surrounding parishes. Interactions with the youth, Altar Servers,
Stellas, Holy Childhood and many other youth groups present usmwibpportunity to share
and learn many things that help us become better people.
There is certainly more to the inside of the green gate at Plot No 2089 than you see from a
distance. The community prayers, meals, recreation, sports, classes and maagtioities
make this a conducive place for discernment ad self discovery. Just like Jesus answered his
di sci ples when they inquired of where he |
Propedeutic House. Come and stay, you will see!
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St. Bonaventure College, Meeting of Board of Directors
The annual meeting of Board of Directors of St. Bonaventure College was held frof 04
May 2010 in Lusaka. The leadership of OFM, OFM Cap and @eMventual's from Rome
and various African countries were present for the meeting. The OMI,SVD and Marianhill are
the affiliated members of the board since their seminarians pursue their philosophy degree in
the same college. Apart from issues of academ@rest, formative questions such as owning
personal laptops, cell phones and lack of academic hard work were discussed. St.

Bonaventure Campus, Lusaka is just one of the few handful of places in the world where the
three Franciscan Families live side digle!

Congratulations Fr. Likulano
Fr. Lawrence has obtained distinction in Field Research Papers, Integrated Research papers
and examinations in all subjects he has undertaken so far at the Maryisiibillte of
African Studies pursuing his MA in African Studies. Currently he is carrying out the field
research for his thesis work. He has also been invited to present a paper on Religious Life in
African Tradition in a symposium organized in Nairobipakt from his academics Fr.
Lawrence has also been involved in various pastoral ministries and retreats for religious of
various local and international congregations. We wish him all the best as he continues with
his research work!

Healing Ministry in D ambwa
People from various walks of life including pastors from other churches are approaching Fr.
Rajesh svd for therapeutic counseling and healing prayers. This is a new ministry initiated by
Fr. Rajesh that has been appreciated by many. In the contexisbirooming Pentecostal
denominations and prosperity churches his noble work gives a new impetus to Catholic
healing ministry!

Giyani Farewells and Welcomes
It is not a usual thing to farewell people and welcome some at the same time, but this was
whathappened when the St. Augustine Catholic Parish, Giyani did to two SVD confreres on
the 11" April, 2009. Fr. James Sebastian has served in Giyani for the last seven years and is
taking up residency as Parish Priest at Phalaborwa Catholic Parish. Fh Vasekan was
in Zambia for about ten years and is taking up the Parish Priest post at Giyani.
The day began with Mass with Fr Sunny John, Fr John Kennedy, Fr loane Racumu, Fr Joseph
Vadakkan concelebrating as Fr James Sebastian presided. The parisb@nersut in
numbers to be part of the celebrations. Fr
dedication and prayerful life. And the need to own and appreciate the different gifts we have.
He reflected about the different gifts that he and Fr. Josepd had the need not to expect
the same things from different people. He thanked the people of Giyani for all the support and
care over the years.
The presentations of speeches and gifts followed after the Mass. Even if you do not know Fr
James, by the psentations one can see how he has lifted not only the spiritual unity of the
people, but also the organization structure and Mission/Evangelization structures to a level
that works for the people and the cioAn@uni ty.
that created the anxiousness of the people. Will Fr. Joseph live up to the standard and
expectations?
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In his speech, Fr Joseph reassured people not to expeciavhes offerechem but he will

do his best to work with them in all aspects
presentation gave listeners the reassurances they needed. He planted a tree as we watched,
signifying the new journey for him and the parish commuriityey will water and nurture the

plant together, just as they will for the parish.

At one time Giyani struggled to get priests to say Mass for them. Now, not even a minute that
theydre without a priest. Feast irthgSVBsptle danci
people of Giyani and for Fr James Sebastian and Fr Joseph Vadakkan. We wish them well in
their new missions.

Ve

.

SVD Confreres Move into Phalaborwa Parish
On the 14 of April, Fr James Sebastian andl&ane Racumu moved into the Good Shepherd
Parish in Phalaborwa. Phalaborwa is a nice quiet mining town in the northern province of
Limpopo. It is five minutes from one of the gates of the world famous Kruger National Park.
Fr. Michael Bennett, the formé&arish Priest will be moving to Moedjaiskloof near Tzaneen.
The transition is slow as Fr Michael hands over the parish to the SVDs. Ontioé 1213y,
the official welcoming and farewell will be done. It will be another great time to witness how
people @al with the emotions of saying goodbyes and their readiness to embrace the newness.
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We were enlightened by the visitation of the Provincial, Fr Shiju Paul, during his trip here for
the odination of the new Bishop of Tzaneen. We look forward to your visits, and we hope to
share the stories of Phalaborwa as they arise.

Reported by loane Racumu

MATER DEI PASTORAL CENTRE, MOKOPANE

SVDs took over the administration of Mater Dei Pastoral Centre of Polokwane Diocese in
May 2008. During the last two years we were trying our best to make this Centre a Spiritual
and Material Power House of our Diocese. We have succeeded to a great@stemndve it

within a short time. In the year 2009, the Centre was booked by the Department of Health for
the training of the care givers in Waterburg district. This brought some income to the Centre.
We were able to subsidize some of our courses argatetwhich we conduct here because

we got lot of booking last year. There are various activities taking place in this Centre
throughout the year. We run a Catechetical Training Program for the Catechists of Polokwane
diocese which is a two year course. Tingt group of 45 will finish their classes in May this

year and they will graduate in October 2010. We also conduct retreats for Religious Sisters
and various other sodalities and youth in our diocese. Most of the weekends are booked
throughout the yedor different activities of our diocese and also outside Polokwane diocese.
Some of the Protestant Churches also make use of the Centre for their seminars and trainings.
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Retrouvaille Regional Gathering of the African Continent

Mater Dei Center hosted th& Regional Gathering of the Retrouvaille Community in Africa
from March 1921, 2010. The word Retrouvailie a French word meaning rediscovery. It is
aprogram that offers tools needed to rediscover a loving marriage relationship. Thousands of
couples headed for cold, unloving relationships or divorce have successfully overcome their
marriage problems by attding the weekend programs. The main emphasis of the program is
on communication in marriage between husband and wife. It will give the couple the
opportunity to rediscover each other and examine their lives together in a new and positive
way. There were 2 couples and three priests as their spiritual directors for this weekend
session. It was an international gathering since they were all from different countries like
Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Canada, Lesotho and South Africa. Those couples from South Africa
were from different Metropolitan cities like Cape Town, Durban, Johannesburg and Port
Elizabeth.

Retreat in June: From 13-19 June, 2010 there will be a preached retreat for the
Religious Sisters, Brothers, and Lay People at Mater Dei Pastoral Centre

CATHCA Training: The Catholic Health Care Association of South Africa (CATHCA) had
organized training for their care givers in Limpopo Province frol24 2April, 2010 at Mater
Dei. There were 100 people. We are always happy to get booking of this naausd
supports the Centre financially
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Ongoing Formation for the Priests of Polokwane Diocese

Fr. Roger Schroeder, SVD, our confrere from Chicago Province was the facilitator for a day
of workshop for the priests and deacons of Polokwane Diocese. Fr. Roger talked on the
Prophetic Dialogue and the Components of Mission. It was very well apprebwatéte

bishop and the clergy of our diocese in Polokwane. He was the formator and Rector of
Maciek while he was studying in Chicago.

Fr. Roger was in South Africa for five weeks giving talks and seminars to various universities
and Seminaries in South Ada. He was based at Lumko Pastoral Institute during his stay in
South Africa. We like to thank Fr. Roger for sharing with us his clear thoughts on Mission
and Church Today

Congratulations Fr. Chrysostome

Fr. Chrysostoméas graduated in Master of Philosophy in Religious Education and Pastoral
Theology from St. Augustine College of South Africa on 23 April 2010. His thesis was on
Reconciliation in the JudeGhristian Tradition and Its Relevance to Zaire/The Democratic
Republic of Congo Post 1990 Context.



