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Word from the Provincial
Every year on the third Sunday of October we celebrate World Mission Sunday.
My one time guru Fr. Edward Luc Mees MJ, who served for 22 years in Guatemala as a missionary among the Q’eqchi-Maya Indians spoke of a Triple Kenosis
integral to our missionary life in the forms of experiences of weakness, of powerlessness, and of the cross. These three dimensions are not chronological occurrences. Rather depending on time and circumstances they emerge as inner moments presenting itself in varying degrees of intensity. The three moments or
dimensions of Jesus’ Kenosis as elaborated by him are:
The Kenosis of Incarnation—The Call to Love (identification and solidarity
with human reality): -This demands of the missionary a willingness to give up preconceived ideas,
privileges, pretensions, and hidden agenda; it also implies a respectful entering into the riches of
other cultures and into the mysterious depth of different God-experiences; this is further expressed in an ongoing readiness and capacity to listen to people’s voices, questions, answers, and
mysteries.
The Kenosis of the Road—The Call to Justice and Solidarity (being on the move, reaching out
to all people, especially the most abandoned): -This is the kenosis of mobility, availability, and
provisionality, the kenosis of walking with people, of setting out with people, and of a common
search for truth, light, and hope. This kenosis will lead us to solidarity with people’s movements
and struggles and with people who are lost or on the run. It will enable us to reach out to all, especially to those to whom the Lord urges us to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom. It is the kenosis of missionary restlessness and daring, the kenosis of the ongoing search of the "lost sheep,"
and of the unconditional option for the poor. It is the kenosis of going "very far," to the outer
boundaries of faith and hope. This necessarily demands a simple lifestyle and the sacrifice of all
impediments to this commitment. Like Jesus, a missionary has to give up all ambitions, plans,
and securities, and rid him/herself of any feeling of superiority. This is the kenosis of not-having,
of renouncing extra luggage, powerful means, and even one’s family (cf. Mt 10:9-10; 19:27.29),
and of refusing to settle down, to look back, or to compromise (cf. Lk 9:23-25,59-62; 14:26-27). It
is the kenosis of non-installation (cf. Mt 8:20), be it in works, occupations, commodities, or ideas.
The Kenosis of the Cross—The Call to Risky Choices (faithfulness in assuming the ultimate
consequences of his mission): -This is the kenosis of faithfulness to God and to people till the end,
the kenosis of radicalism in going all the way like Jesus did (Phil 2:8; Mt 16:24; Mk 8:34), refusing to run away from threats, conflicts, or difficulties. This is the kenosis of going "too far," the
kenosis of solidarity with the crucified people of today, shown in our commitment to help carry
the crosses of the wretched of the earth, and in our protest against the crucifixion and massacre of
the innocent. It is also the kenosis of giving up our freedom in order to set others free. For missionaries, the kenosis of the cross is very often the kenosis of not seeing the fruits of their efforts,
the kenosis of having to endure the hardships of mission, even persecution. For some, it may be
the kenosis of failure, loneliness, bitterness, or doubt. For many others, like for Jesus, the kenosis
of the cross implies the experience of fear (Mt 26:37-38 // Mk 14:33-34; Jn 12:27), solitude, and
abandonment (Mk 15:34).
Praying for blessings towards the fullness of life (Phil 2:9) in our missionary journey,

Word Aflame, Botswana Province, October/November 2010

Page 2

2011 SVD CALENDARS
Mission Secretary Fr. Sunny Vattaparayil has
printed 500 copies of 2011 SVD calendars for distributing in our SVD parishes in South Africa. The
SVD South Africa District has promised to meet its
printing costs. Some calendars will be sent to
other districts for distribution.

SVD LAY ASSOCIATES SOUTH AFRICA
In line with the recommendations of the 16th General
Chapter and also the recommendation of the AFRAM
Mission Secretaries meeting
in Luanda in 2008, an attempt was made to form an
SVD Lay Association in Botswana Province. On 4th September 2010, the first gathering of this group took
place at Mater Dei Pastoral
Centre, Mokopane. It was
just a humble beginning.
There were about 30 people
from Polokwane Diocese.
The gathering began with
Bible Enthronement and
Prayer Service led by Maciek, and the Mission Secretary Sunny welcomed the members with an
orientation talk. The Provincial welcomed the
members officially to Arnoldus Family and in
his key note address Fr. Paul emphasized the
need of Lay Participation in the mission of
evangelization through their prayers. They are
also given various possibilities of how they
could work together with SVD Missionaries in
their own work places.
The gathering ended with the mass presided
by the Provincial Superior and concelebrated
by Maciek and Sunny. At the end of the gathering each member was given a Vademecum, a
card with prayers to Saints Arnold and Joseph

and a 2011 SVD Calendar which was prepared
for this occasion. There was a general feeling
among the members that they want to meet
together at least once in three months. The
next gathering will be towards the end of November 2010. More members are expected to
join this newly formed SVD Lay Association
from different parishes that we have in South
Africa. Let us hope that the tiny seed planted
on 4th September will grow as a big tree one
day and will branch out to all the places where
we work and will enhance and enrich our mission work and the mission of the Church in
general.

Sunny
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BISHOP RAYMOND MPEZELE CELEBRATES SILVER JUBILEE
Bishop Raymond Mpezele of Livingstone Diocese in Zambia celebrated Silver
Jubilee as a bishop on 10 July 2010 in
Maramba Christ the King parish. He was
ordained as Bishop of Livingstone diocese
in 1985. Priests, nuns, religious brothers
and laity from all parts of the diocese came
in large numbers to celebrate this event.
The theme for the occasion was, ‘Until
Christ is formed in You” (Gal4:19). The
celebration began with a long procession
accompanied with music from the Lozi traditional group. Congregants joined in singing the cheerful songs. He mentioned in the
homily what he termed a spiritual awakening in people’s lives as “many people are
now hungry for the word of God”. So the
challenge is to allow the word of God reach
people. Bishop Emilio Patriarca of Monze
was the representative of all Zambian Bishops at the occasion. Bishop Emilio began by reading a letter of congratulation from the Bishops’ Conference
and then from Pope Benedict XVI. In his own words Bishop Emilio recounted the humble nature of his fellow bishop and described him as a man of faith. Responding to the invitation by Bp. Raymond, the SVDs
began our first mission in Zambia on 1 April 1986 when Frs. Stan Zysk and Patricio Reyes opened our first
mission in Mukuni.

ST. AUGUSTINE, GIYANI
St Augustine Catholic Parish celebrated the feast of her Patron saint
on the 29th August. The whole
celebration started with the preparatory novena for 9 days. A good
number of the community members managed to participate in
praying novena. This Period of
celebration also marked with various other activities such as Baptism for 10 new members, as well
as 25 members receiving the Lord
for the first time in the Sacrament
of First Holy Communion. The
community celebrated the Feast
Day Mass together with their New Bishop Rt.
Rev. Joàu Noe Rodriguez. Bishop joined the
community on the 28th morning, and he took
this opportunity to meet various groups starting with the Parish Executive members, followed by the parish council members then the
entire community. While addressing various
groups he was stressing the need for ongoing
Faith formation in the community in order to
enrich oneself in our spiritual life. He too challenged the community for their lack of contribution in terms of vocation in the diocese. He
stressed the need to support the church by
encouraging their youth to consider the call to
priestly and religious life. As the diocese is still

young and lacks Priests. The whole event
reached its climax with the grant celebration of
Holy Eucharist on the 29th August. It was indeed a grace filled experience for entire community. As the Bishop is also visiting the community for the first time since his Ordination,
the community hosted a felicitation programme to congratulate him for the new responsibility he has undertaken in the diocese.
Bishop expressed his joy by singing a Gospel
Song ‘Happy Happy Day’. It was indeed a experience to cherish.
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THE THIRD COMING
Rocco Buttiglione, an Italian philosopher and Christian politician said some years ago that “a comparative reading of Mises’ Human Action with Wojtyla’s
[later Pope John Paul II] The Acting Person would be
very engaging.“ I read their main works superficially
in seminary, but I felt strongly I would have to take
up this challenge later and look deeper at the human action in the socio-economic area from two
different, yet complementary points of view: the free
-market perspective of Ludwig von Mises, a representative of the Austrian School of Economics, and
the view of Christian personalism.
At the beginning of 2006, after having worked in
Liberia for the internally displaced people for one
year, I took a decision to leave Botswana for three
years and work with migrants and refugees in Warsaw at the newly created Fu Shenfu Migrant Centre.
This experience brought me to a conclusion that the
problem of illegal immigration in the world is caused
by the state interventionism which restricts the freedom of movements and regards people as part of a
big, social machine. Slowly I began to see more
clearly that the transcendent dignity of the human
person requires a space of freedom which enables
the individual to achieve all its aims, including the
eternal life as a personal goal. Finally I understood
that freedom and subjectivism in the decision mak-

ing are the guarantee of the selfhood of the human
person. I realised that these were the common
points of Mises’ laissez-faire and the Christian personalism. I managed to grasp what R. Buttiglione
had had probably in mind and the presentation of
my doctoral thesis in moral theology at the Cardinal
Stefan Wyszynski University in Warsaw was a mere
formality.
Two months ago I came back to Africa for the third
time. This time the desire to come back was even
stronger than the second time in 1998. My first African experience goes back to 1988-1990 when I did
my OTP in Zaire (now Democratic Republic of
Congo). Then it was the time of implementing the
Zairian Rite of Holy Mass that had been approved
by the Holy See. From the very beginning of my
seminary formation in Poland, the familiarity with
the African way of inculturation of the Gospel message has helped me to build up my theological
thinking in terms of the challenges I would have to
face in the future in Africa. Only two weeks after my
arrival in Zambia I had the encounter with a Zambian protestant pastor who runs the Institute for
the Study of Human Dignity and Economic Freedom. I had a glance at the back seat of his car and I
noticed a copy of L. von Mises’ opus magnum.

Jacek Gniadek

SSpS
SS S SISTERS IN RETREAT AT PROVINCIAL HOUSE
From 09-16 September six SSpS Sisters did guided retreat under Sr. Marita Kurien, the Regional Superior of Botswana Region. Sr. Marita had formerly attended the Workshop for 30 Day
Retreat Guides, from 13 Feb – 28 March 2010 in Steyl. The retreat focused on the key elements of our spirituality, namely, the
awareness of being: rooted and grounded in God’s Love as Father-Mother, revealed by Jesus and poured forth in the Holy
Spirit; called to follow Jesus in vowed life and in community for
and in mission; led and empowered by the Spirit to share in the
missio dei in dialogue and in frontier situations.

2012 General Chapter
Fr. Gabriel Afagbegee has been asked to serve on the preparatory commission for the 2012 General
Chapter. The meeting of the Commission is planned to take place in Rome from 13th to 18th December
2010. The task of the Commission will be to go over the Province reflections on the General Chapter
theme. More importantly, the Commission would also have to envision the process to be used at the General Chapter for the treatment of the theme.

Final Vows and Diaconate Ordination
Frt. Fabien Kalaluka (BOT-MOZ) and companions, pronounced their perpetual vows on the Feast of the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary last September 8, 2010 in Kinshasa. They were ordained deacons on
September 26, 2010 in the Diocese of Kenge whose Bishop is our confrere Monsignor Gaspard Mudiso. We
continue supporting our confrere Kalaluka who hails from Sichili Mission as he continues with his final
preparations for graduation in Theology.
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SVD FORMATION HOUSE KABWE

As per our tradition the pre-philosophy students
were officially accepted on 8th September, on our
feast day, in a solemn Eucharistic celebration presided by the Formation Board Chairperson Wojciech
Szypula, and attended by all our confreres in
Kabwe. Four young men from Zimbabwe are the
ones seeking their journey of vocation this year in

SVD Kabwe. They were five students initially.
Kabelo who was from Tonota, Botswana, found that
SVD was not the family he was supposed to be part
of, just after 24 hours. His discernment was the
quickest one I have ever come across. The four
young men from Zimbabwe are the first group after
long years of silent activity there. Is it not wonderful
to note that the arrival of these young men symbolize the signs of recovery of Zimbabwe from the past
years of tyranny? Tadeuz Grenda the Mission Superior of Zimbabwe Mission and Mateus Ruron the
Formation Director accompanied their students to
Kabwe. Fr. Tadeuz returned to Bulawayo immediately after arrival as he received the sad news of the
death of his mother. Silvio, the OTP student is also
part of our community. He is attached to the Shitma
School for the street kids, run by the Sacred Heart
Brothers in Kabwe. Classes are run in collaboration
with the pre-philosophy students of SMA congregation. The group is indeed international, comprising
of Kenyans, Tanzanians, Zimbabweans and Zambians. We look for ward to a wonderful year ahead.
Biju

TRIENNIAL ELECTIONS
The election process that will culminate next May in the naming of the Provincial and Provincial
Council will begin shortly. As per our Provincial Chapter decision we follow Method IIIA as province’s method of electing provincial superior and his councilors.
The list of candidates for Provincial contains three names
The list for Councillors contains eight names
Names are published alphabetically with the number of points allotted to each nominee
Voting for the provincial takes place first, and after he has been appointed by the Superior General, councilors are elected. Soon every confrere will receive information on the election procedure circular containing official election announcement, timetable for election ballots, electoral
guidelines and procedures. I earnestly ask you to start praying to the Triune God for deeper
wisdom as we ponder the decisions and choices for the leadership of Botswana Province.

IACM CONFERENCE AT TAGAYTAY, PHILIPPINES
Every four years, the International Association of Catholic Missiologists (IACM) gathers for a
Conference and Plenary Assembly. The Fourth IACM Conference and Assembly took place in Tagaytay, Philippines from July 27 -August 2, 2010. Almost 80 Missiologists from all over the world
gathered at St. Scholastica Centre of Spirituality to discuss on the theme New Life in Jesus in
the Areopagus of a Globalized World with the sub themes Proclamation and Witness, Dialogue
and m Religions, Religious and Secular Fundamentalism, Human Rights and Eco-justice, and
Indigenous Peoples. Our confrere Fr. Godfrey Manunga-Lukokisa presented a paper titled THE
KHOIKHOI AND SAN OR BUSHMEN - Indigenous Peoples of Southern Africa: Problems and Perspectives of Evangelization. He has been elected part of the Executive Board of IACAM as the
Continental Representative (Africa and Madagascar) for three years 2010 - 2013. Congratulations

PROVINCE NEWS
Fr. Isaac Muimui: He will no more stay in Philosophy House as appointed earlier due to certain emerging issues.
Pray for the Deceased
Mr. Sylvester Noronha, the brother of Fr Victor Noronha SVD, died on 19th September 2010
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Peter Sindazi, our former seminarian who was not promoted to final vows this year died on 26 September in Lusaka,
the same day his classmates ordained as deacons in Kinshasa, in DRC.
Travel
Fr. Janusz Prud left for Manila on 24 August to pursue MA in Psychology
Fr. Freddy left for Chicago in August for attending formation course in IRF at CTU.

Arrivals
Fr. Jacek Gniadek is in Lusaka learning Nyanja
Fr. Theophan Misengo resides at Lusaka Formation House
Bro. Thao Minh Paul from Vietnam is expected on 7 November in Botswana
Appointments
Bro. Yospeh Pai – YCTC Livingstone
Left the Society
Alex Mwafulilwa, our Zambian seminarian on Pastoral year in Mwandi from Nairobi has left the Society on 7 October
2010.
Hospitalised
Fr. Simon in Lumko was involved in a road traffic accident as he was going for mass on the 25 of September 2010. He
sustained a fracture in the chest and some bruises on the body. The vehicle is a write off and can’t be repaired. He lost
control and hit a tree a few Kilometers from the house. We wish Simon a speedy recovery!

WORTH REMEMBERING - BIRHDAYS
OCTOBER
Fabian Kalaluka
Debra Mary
Prosper
Paulina
Bernard Mary
Hilarius Rafael

3
7
10
13
22
26

NOVEMBER
James Kootiyaniyil
Ursula Wyrwa
Marek Grzech
Jo Ncube
Thomas Nelluvely
Maria Helena

10
10
11
26
27
28

ORA ET LABORA - BRO. JAN POTYKA

Cattle rearing is the single most important activity
in the agricultural sector of Botswana, and cattle

enjoy a high status among both rural and urban dwellers. Currently Bro. Jan represents the
Church in the administrative body of the Farm
for the Vicariate of Francistown, and in its day
today running. The farm stretches over 2500
hectares of land with cattle, goats and few
pigs. There are warthogs, kudus, impalas, wild
dogs, leopards and occasionally elephants
cross the farm during migratory seasons. As
an experienced farmer by profession and passion, Bro. Jan is fast learning the Botswana
cattle-rearing enterprise. He has begun to initiate the production of small ruminants like
goats, and sheep owing to an increasing recognition by policy makers that they are a potential alternative source of farm income. However, as yet, small ruminants have not approached the social importance of cattle. This may
be attributable to several factors, including eco-
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and work, his chosen path to holiness, strictly fol-
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lowing the teaching of St. Benedict: "When they
live by the labor of their hands, as our fathers and
the apostles did, then they are really monks."

BIBLE STUDY
The shortest chapter in the Bible
Psalm 117
The longest chapter in the Bible
Psalm 119
The Chapter in the centre of the Bible
Psalm 118
There are 594 chapters before and 594 chapters after Psalm 118 (594+594=1188!)
The centre verse in the Bible is Psalm 118:8-It is better to trust in the Lord……

ORDINATION
Rt. Rev. Thelospher George Mpundu the Archbishop of Lusaka will ordain
Deacon Peter Chibale SVD at St. Charles Lwanga Parish Chindwin Kabwe
on 30 October 2010 at 09hrs.

